BENEFITS OF ESTABLISHING PATERNITY

Although the process of establishing paternity may be embarrassing and/or emotionally taxing on all parties involved, there are overriding benefits for everyone - especially the child:

1. In order to establish an order for child support for a non-marital child, paternity must be established.

2. Requiring the father to contribute financially to the child’s upbringing allows the child to live at a standard of living based upon the resources of both parents.

3. Mothers are given a better chance to become self-sufficient and to avoid dependence on public assistance when a father contributes financially to the child’s upbringing.

4. The child gains the social advantage and psychological satisfaction of having a legally identified father. Regardless of whether an ongoing personal relationship exists between the two parents, establishing the father-child relationship fosters a sense of self-esteem, identity, and social structure for the child.

5. The child is entitled to social security benefits until age 18 in the event of the father’s death, disability, or retirement.

6. If the father is a member of the Armed forces, he can obtain the appropriate available housing/dependent allowance, provide military healthcare, and obtain a military identification card for the child.

7. A significant number of diseases, birth defects, and other disorders are genetically transmitted to children by their parents.  Where paternity is not established, children are deprived of valuable medical information.
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